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      While walking down the hallway or sitting in 

class, it’s not uncommon to hear the reoccurring 

cries of distress (example: “I have to work to-

night; I don’t think I’ll even have time to finish 

my homework!”) or see half-lidded zombies 

frantically copying down math homework from 

the night before. Although some of these people 

obviously choose not to do their work, there are, 

of course, the ones involved and invested in 

many higher-level classes, sports, and more. As a 

result, stress levels exceed normal in the aver-

age teenager – disconcertingly high – and almost 

surpass that of an everyday adult. The main 

cause of such anxiety ultimately boils down to 

schoolwork.  

     Homework refines and improves our skills, 

but depending on other conditions, it can be un-

attainable. From a poll I conducted, the general 

consensus of hours spent doing homework 

range from two to three per night. After long 

practices in the evenings, for example, many 

students often struggle with finding time to 

wind down from their busy days; post-band 

practice, junior Joshua Andrews said, “I start 

[doing homework] around 7 and finish at about 

10.” Finishing homework at late hours in the 

night affect one of the necessary means to recu-

perate from a busy day: sleep. According to a 

survey conducted by the American Psychologi-

cal Association, teenagers sleep an average of 

7.4 hours a night. The recommended amount, 

however, is 8.5. Overwhelming pressure results 

in sleeplessness for some teens, and the sleep-

lessness therefore generates more stress – a 

harmful cycle for one’s mental health. 

     Naturally, stress motivates us. Short bouts of 

strain inspire one to finish a task (lab report, 

anyone?), but long, demanding periods of time 

may lead to depression or other mental health 

problems. In the same survey by the American 

Psychological Association, 30% of teens report-

ed feeling depressed or sad because of stress, 

and 31% felt overwhelmed. Nearly the same 

Is It All Too 

Much? 
Teenage Stress 

By: Jessica Pockrus 

amount claimed their anxiety would likely increase 

as the following school year progressed. On a 10-

point scale, young adults rank their stress on aver-

age a 5.8 (adults a 5.1); the healthy level, however, 

is a 3.6. 

      Despite constant complaints of inconvenience 

or strain, not many people allow themselves free-

time to relax (or rather too much, resulting in last-

minute work). Time management is essential for a 

peaceful working process; setting a routine pro-

motes structure, leaving one organized and pre-

pared for whatever comes his or her way. In addi-

tion, putting aside a good portion of time to exer-

cise and engage with friends encourages both hap-

piness and relief. Even though I’m neither a doctor 

nor psychologist, I firmly believe in the effective-

ness of lone dance sessions, but of course, that’s 

just me. 
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Running to a 

Win 
Cross Country 

By  Wally Herbst 

Shocking 

Results 
Presidential Election 

By: Holden Wynn 

     Think back to a few months ago, a few weeks 

ago, a few days ago. If I asked you all that time ago 

who would have won the Presidency, who would 

you have said? Take all your own personal biases 

and desires out of it and think objectively about it. 

You would have likely said Hillary Clinton, all the 

polls said Clinton, all the pundits said Clinton, 

common sense seemed to say Clinton. She was 

unbeatable, there was no way Donald Trump 

could win. 

     Now imagine that all that time ago I told you 

that Trump would win Florida, Wisconsin, South 

Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Michigan. You would 

have called me crazy. No Republican has won Wis-

consin or Pennsylvania since 1988. You wouldn’t 

have believed me, I wouldn’t have believed me. 

He did it. 

He won. 

He shocked the world. 

     Late Tuesday night, CNN declared Pennsylvania 

for Trump. Winning by about 70,000 votes out of 

the nearly 5.8 million votes cast. This came as a 

major shock after Trumps already surprising vic-

tories in Florida and North Carolina. In addition to 

all this, Wisconsin and Michigan were nearing the 

end of their votes to count, With Trump ahead by 

3 points and about half a point respectively. This 

was the stage that was set for the greatest stand-

off of the night. With all the major news networks 

not wanting to take that perilous plunge and risk 

falsely predicting the whole election. It remained 

this way for the next three hours, everyone holding 

their breath and waiting. Then, at 2:45 AM eastern 

time, on November 9, 2016, Donald Trump received 

a phone call, it was Hillary Clinton calling to con-

gratulate him on his victory. The floodgates now 

open, everyone began calling the states hanging in 

the balance for Trump, at around 3 AM, Donald 

Trump was elected 45th President of the United 

States. 

     Trump gave his victory speech not long after the 

call. Many people did not recognize the Donald 

Trump who took the stage in New York to accept his 

victory. He called for unity and to heal the wounds 

that have been created, many by him himself. He 

stated that his desire was to be the President “for all 

Americans”. But it doesn’t even look like he’ll be 

President for a plurality of Americans, the final re-

sults rolling in show that Clinton has won over 

700,000 more votes than Trump, making him the 

4th President to win the Electoral College without 

winning the popular vote. 

     Regardless, don’t bet on anything that will hap-

pen for the next 4 years, there is no way to know. So 

good luck President Donald Trump, and good luck 

America, God knows we’ll need it. 

     November 12th marked the end of the 2016 Cross-

Country season. After six long months of training, the 

Scottsboro Cross Country team brought home two tro-

phies from the state meet in Moulton, which hosted 

over 50 teams. The girl’s team came in as the state run-

ner up, losing to St. Paul’s Episcopal by the small mar-

gin of three points. The boys team, however, defeated 

Saint John Paul II by ten points to win their first state 

championship since 2011. 

     Karsyn Whitehead, a senior,  finished first for the 

girls. She came in second overall with a time of 19:16. 

Karsyn says, “I was happy with my performance this 

past Saturday, but was disappointed with the girl’s 

team loss. I’m still extremely proud of everyone 

though!” 

     Colton Smith, now the number one cross country 

runner in 5A, won the boys race with a time of 16:09. 

Colton said, “I was happy with my place in the race but 

I wish my time would’ve been better.” He also added he 

was happy with the team’s performance and feels that 

the team really came together for the win. 

     As tradition goes, on the evening of November 12th 

both cross country teams celebrated their large victo-

ries by rolling the infamous Scottsboro High School 

tree with blue ribbons and taping the road with “2016 

5A XC Boys State Champ Girls Runner Up.” In the midst 

of all of the uproar regarding various teams going to 

state, Cross Country claims yet another pair of trophies 

for our school, showing that all Wildcat teams are fin-

ishing strong.  
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Dominating 

the Field 
Football 

By: Rhiley Dixson 

     The Scottsboro High School varsity football team 

has had an outstanding season this year! The school 

spirit has really shown at pep rallies and in the 

crowded student sections on Friday nights. It has 

even spread all throughout the community, and eve-

ryone is behind our boys. Many fans have traveled to 

every game, and are always there to welcome them 

back home at the Square. The Wildcats went 10-0 in 

their regular season. Scottsboro has not had an un-

defeated season since 1995. Seven of those wins 

were against teams in our 5A region. The homecom-

ing game this year was between our #1 team and the 

#2 team, the Etowah Devils. Extra bleachers had to 

be brought into the stadium because of the huge 

turnout of fans and ticket sales were through 

the roof on this night. Winning this game made 

us Region Champions. The team’s scoring rec-

ord is currently 558 points to their opponents’ 

198. The undefeated team made it to the first 

round of playoffs, which was held here at Pat 

Trammell Stadium. After beating Lawrence 

County at home, we traveled to Fairfield for 

round two, the Wildcats beat the Fairfield Ti-

gers 49-28 to secure their place in round three! 

They travelled to Wenonah next! The team had 

an unfortunate, tear filled loss against Weno-

nah. The football boys are really excited about 

all of their success and they said they are lov-

ing all the support from our small town. Coach 

Nix and the rest of the coaching staff are really 

proud of these boys as they have worked really 

hard at practice and continue to always give it 

their all on the field.  The 2016 season will al-

ways be one to remember and it sure is great 

to be a Scottsboro Wildcat! 

Cheer 
By: Tori Owens  

   In addition to cheering at football games,  the Scotts-

boro cheer team headed to Sparkman High School 

with more than 4 other teams to compete at the 

North Alabama cheer competition. The competition is 

a very large regional that brings teams from all over 

the state as well as Tennessee. Scottsboro competed 

in the large varsity division against nationally ranked 

teams such as Centennial, Spain Park, Thompson and 

other teams like Randolph. This competition is the 

first competition for the squad to compete in all 

year.  With new head coach Paige Hodges by their 

side, their confidence was very high. Mrs. Hodges is a 

graduate of Section High School and she has coached 

winning teams at both Stevenson Middle School and 

North Jackson High School. 

     The anticipation before performing was at its high-

est all year. Consecutive hours of practicing their rou-

tine would soon pay off. The squad had a huge audi-

ence with Scottsboro family and friends cheering 

them on. Bright smiles and fearlessness covered the 

face of every cheerleader with seconds to go. In the 

corner you may catch a glimpse of head cheer coach 

Paige Hodges squatted with her hands crossed. 

     The cheer team performed to their very best plac-

ing 5th in their division. The placing of 3rd, 4th, and 

5th were all separated by 1 point! In the cheer por-

tion of the score sheet Scottsboro ranked 2nd. When 

asked about the competition on Saturday, sophomore 

Kyla Reichle replied with, “This competition was a 

good experience for the team because we were all 

able to get a feel of what it is like to perform together 

and it brought us closer as a team.” 

     On November 19th the AHSAA state competition 

was held at Wallace State. 
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In the 

Lane 
Bowling 

By: J.P. Tucker 

Southern 

Rivalry 
Iron Bowl  

By:  Karsyn Whitehead 

     It’s turkey season! No not delicious Thanksgiving 

turkeys, but bowling turkeys (when a person scores 

three strikes in a row). This is the third year of our 

bowling team, and expectations are high. The Alley 

Cats have made it to at least regionals every year so far. 

This year seems to be no different with the Cats al-

ready having victories under their belt against Skyline 

and Madison County. 

    For a while, it looked like there may not be a bowling 

team this year. The team was without a coach for the 

first two months of the school year. A lot of the players 

took to Facebook to ask for help. Players shared how 

the bowling team gave them a since of belonging and 

what it is like to be part of a team. Freshman Colin Bed-

dingfield said, “this sport has taught me what it’s like to 

care about winning and losing, but to have fun and 

cheer each other on.” Luckily, Alan Lowry stepped up 

and took the job. Without him the Alley Cats wouldn’t 

be tearing up the lanes this year. 

 

   The Iron Bowl is arguably the most competitive col-

legiate football game each season. Across the state, 

schools host dress up days, fundraisers are centered 

around which team can raise the most money or 

bring the most supplies, and friendships straddling 

the line of Alabama vs Auburn are strained.  

The Alabama Crimson Tide hosted the Auburn Tigers 

at Bryant-Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa on November 

26th of this year. Tickets sold quickly with prices be-

ginning at $200, but that’s a small price to pay for the 

excitement of gameday in Alabama, especially when a 

rival like Auburn is involved. Fans booked hotel 

rooms, anxiously awaiting the outcome of the most 

stressful game outside of the SEC Championship 

and the national title game. 

Before the Iron Bowl, the Auburn Tigers were 7-3 

ranking them 18th in the Associated Press Top 25 

and 16th in the Coaches Poll. The Alabama Crim-

son Tide was ranked first in both polls as they are 

the only undefeated collegiate team in the nation 

thus far. 

   Earlier this season, Alabama players and head 

coach, Nick Saban, claimed to have cared more 

about their game against Tennessee than the up-

coming game against Auburn. The Tide defeated 

the Volunteers 49-10, making their intentions for 

the outcome of the Iron Bowl clear: victory. Au-

burn, on the other hand, despite their weaker sea-

son, have a reputation for surprising the opposing 

team and fans alike with astounding comebacks in 

the second half. In a phrase: it was anyone’s game. 

   As families sat on their couches and football fin-

ger foods heated up, the first half of the game was 

anyones guess. The teams headed into the locker 

rooms with the scoreboard reading 13-9 Alabama. 

However, upon the return of the game, the scores 

were not as close. Alabama defeated Auburn with a 

final score of 30-12, keeping the Crimson Tide 

ranked first in the SEC and in the nation. 
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A Thankful 

Heart 
Thanksgiving 

By:  Ashley Lynch 

   Thanksgiving is a favorite time of year for many peo-

ple, because of what it represents... A time for remem-

bering our blessings and being truly thankful for fami-

ly and friends and not just for the turkey. While to-

day’s Thanksgiving celebrations would most likely be 

unrecognizable to the attendees of the original 1621 

harvest meal, it continues to be a day for Americans to 

come together around the table with just a few more 

additions to the pilgrim’s menu. 

   Rysten Earnest was asked “What is your normal 

Thanksgiving Day routine?” She says, “Every 

Thanksgiving I eat and spend quality time with my 

family.” 

   Junior, Caroline Estes, says “My family goes around 

the table and names three things we are thankful for. 

That is my favorite thing about this very special holi-

day.” 

   J.p Tucker says “My favorite thing about Thanksgiv-

ing is waking up to grandma’s homemade mashed 

potatoes and cornbread.” he also adds “but don’t you 

forget the butter!”  

   Willa Maples was asked “What is your favorite 

food item to eat on Thanksgiving?” She says, 

“Definitely the rolls.” 

   “Getting a whole week out of school is the best part.” 

says freshman, Dalton Wood. Aside from the wonder-

ful food on Thanksgiving day, let’s not forget the true 

meaning.  

Great Deals 
Black Friday 

By:  Trent Williams 

   Every year, Black Friday deals begin earlier and 

earlier. This year was no exception. Most stores a 

began their sales as early as 5pm on Thanksgiv-

ing. While others are waited until it was truly 

Black Friday to begin their sales. 

   Belk has released their Black Friday catalog ear-

ly, and they offered amazing deals and givebacks 

that included two days of free gift card giveaways 

to loyal customers who were willing to brave the 

cold. Belk’s biggest deal included one of their big-

gest boot sales with boots starting at $19.99. 

   Walmart also released their Black Friday catalog 

offering Pre-Black Friday deals as early as 

Wednesday the 23rd. Their “big deal” offers in-

cluded a 55” Philips Smart TV for $298, and 

PlayStation 4 500GB for $249.00. Walmart’s true 

Black Friday began at 6 pm on Thanksgiving. 

   Sam’s Club offered a special “Samsung Saturday” 

where they had Samsung Smart TVs and sound 

bars from as low as $978. 

   American Eagle offered 40% off of their Holi-

day Collection which came with a free Limited 

Edition fleece blanket on purchases $75 or 

more. 

   Best Buy’s doors opened at 5pm Thanksgiving 

night with crazy deals like $125 off on iPad 

Pros, 21.5” iMacs on sale for $899.99 which is 

$200 off. LG 40” TVs on sale for $149.99, and 

Samsung 50” TVs on sale for $299.99 

   Macy’s doors opened at 6pm on Thursday 

night, but they opened up shopping all day on 

Thursday at macys.com/black Friday with free 

shipping on all orders over $50. 
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(Future Teachers of America) and is now in the 

Teaching 2 class. For the past two years this class, 

along with Teaching 1 has opened her eyes to her 

true abilities and love for special needs students. 

Lauren has decided to attend Northeast Community 

College for two years then transfer to Jacksonville 

University.  

    Mason Strickland is a well-rounded student that 

is involved in the Interact Club, National Honor So-

ciety, National Art Honor Society, Link Crew, Bionic 

Team, Science Club and a member of the First Jack-

son Bank Board. She plans on going to the Universi-

ty of Florida to major in and achieve her dream job 

of an Aquatic Veterinarian. Throughout her high 

school career Mason has taken both of AP and Dual 

Enrollment courses. These classes have helped her 

get a taste of what college classes will be like and 

what she needs to be prepared for. With this plan, 

Mason hopes to have a strong educational founda-

tion to secure a successful future. 

    The last student interviewed was Jaquez Talley, 

the starting guard for the Scottsboro basketball 

team. Jaquez has decided that he would like to go to 

either Snead State or Wallace State and continue his 

basketball career, while majoring in Physical Educa-

tion. His main goal while in college is to meet new 

people and maintain steady grades. 

Big             

Decisions 
After High School 

By Tori Owens 

    One semester into senior year and many have 

mixed emotions. Realizing that this is the last year 

of high school is really exciting, but it is also very 

scary as we are all getting close to becoming adults. 

Some overlook all the stress that seniors are re-

sponsible for, trying to keep up with extracurricular 

activities, sports, work and school. 

    A lot of students already have their college picked 

out while others are still considering all of their op-

tions and applying for scholarships. Several have 

already received their admission letters and are 

relieved that the anticipation is over. Deciding 

where you will spend your next few years can be 

very hard. There are so many colleges to choose 

from and many are looking for the best one for their 

preferred majors. A few seniors shared their goals 

with us: 

    Lauren Randles hopes to pursue a degree in spe-

cial needs educations. She takes part in the club FTA 

New to the 

Square 
Pine Brothers 

By Alyssa Hunter 

    With school, work, and maintaining good grades 

there was always a demand for coffee. On October 

22, 2016, the demand was met. After closing only an 

hour after they opened because of a medical emer-

gency they were up and running the next morning. 

Open from 6am-9pm every day of the week, you can 

swing by before school or come after a long day at 

work or school. Everyone has their own opinion on 

everything and here are some of the ones from fel-

low students. August Callaway says “It is really good 

and inexpensive, I usually do my homework there 

because the workers are super nice and it is quiet in 

the building.” Now on the other hand Emily Beard 

says “It is not good at all, tastes like water, and had 

to wait fifteen to twenty minutes for ONE coffee.”    

    Pine Bro’s mission is to provide the highest quali-

ty coffee and snacks to the community for a reason-

able price. They want to relieve your daily stress by 

providing candy also! A cup of coffee on a grey, 

rainy, or foggy day, the first thing that comes to my 

mind is a cup of coffee. On a sunny, happy day, the 

first thing that comes to my mind is a cup of coffee. 

Whether I feel like a “superstar” or not, all I need is 

one cup of deliciously, fresh-brewed coffee. Every 

morning it seems as if I am in a fog until that warm 

cup of coffee touches my lips. Here are a few more 

reviews on Pine Bros. Lilly Holderfield says “It is a 

very comforting place and taste very well.” “Waiting 

ten minutes was definitely worth it, Pine Bros is like 

a miniature less expensive Starbucks” says Sarah 

Chapman, resident of Scottsboro. Winter is coming 

up fast so whenever you feel the need of hot choco-

late or coffee go to Pine Bros of Scottsboro!  
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What the    

Future Holds 
Senior Plans 

By Anna Rodgers 

Ready...Set...Go! 

    As the fall semester comes to a close, many seniors 

are scrambling to get together applications, FAFSA, 

scholarships, transcripts, and to figure out what uni-

versity, community college, or technical college to 

attend. As graduation looms closer, parents and stu-

dents alike are curious, if not a bit nervous about 

what lies in the expanse of time after they walk out 

of Scottsboro High School for the last time. However, 

there are a handful of students who have their col-

lege career decided upon and planned out. For these 

students, despite their hectic senior year, having 

things lined up for college takes a bit of the pressure. 

    Elizabeth Croft decided earlier this year that she 

would be attending the University of Alabama in 

Huntsville in Fall 2017. She is also hoping to be in 

UAH Honors College. Elizabeth has not declared a 

major yet and is still unsure of what she wants as a 

career, not an uncommon decision with seniors. 

When it comes to advice for underclassmen and sen-

iors who have not applied, she says, “Don’t procrasti-

nate. Do lots of ACT prep and start taking your ACT 

early and frequently. Be in constant communication 

with both your counselor and the school, and be 

open minded when it comes to choosing a college. 

    Wesley Connor has yet to decide on what college 

he will be attending next fall, but he has taken a key 

step in paring down to either attending Auburn Uni-

versity or Ole Miss.  Wesley hopes to go to either 

school with a Navy ROTC scholarship. He plans to 

major in Civil Engineering. After college, Wesley 

plans to serve as an officer in the United States Navy 

and hopes to be a fighter pilot or in the Construction 

Battalion or "Sea Bees." After the Navy, Wesley hopes 

to open his own engineering firm or become a com-

mercial pilot.  

      Julia Webb will be attending Jacksonville State 

University in Fall 2017. Julia has decided to major in 

nursing, as she plans to be a pediatric nurse practi-

tioner. Julia’s advice for applying and acceptance to 

college is: “Apply as early as you can. Continue to 

take your ACT. Also, bond with teachers because it is 

important to have strong letters of recommendation. 

Face to face contact with the college is also im-

portant, so be sure to take advantage of preview 

days, local college receptions, and campus tours.” 

     As the first semester comes to a close, remember 

not to scramble and be afraid of uncertainty, but in-

stead, remember this list of college-application tips: 

 Apply early, don’t wait until the deadline 

 Take your ACT as many times as possible, and 

prepare for it 

 Apply for all types of scholarships- there is at 

least one scholarship that fits you 

 Be in communication with the school and with 

your counselor 

 Be open-minded- don’t rule anywhere out 

 Visit campus whenever you can- you’ll know if 

it's where you want to be or not 
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    With fall right around the corner you proba-

bly want to know what you should dress like. 

You’ll never believe this year’s trend so strong, 

Colorful Velvet; it was actively on the runways 

at New York and Paris. The plush fabric (in 

every shade, from ultra violet to marigold yel-

low) blanketed suit separates, high-slit skirts, 

dresses, and cropped trousers. 

    Florals are traditionally sweet and girly, but 

the ones that flourished on the dresses at Ba-

lenciaga and Vetements had a tough, cool-girl 

bite. With multi-colored floral dresses/coats 

this year’s trends are getting more creative 

each year. 

   For men; there was a strong representation 

of traditionally autumnal navies, blacks, greys 

and dark greens, the color that really stood out 

was copper. Fill your closets of the rich, or-

angey-brown shade now! For obvious reasons, 

autumn is all about outerwear - and this season 

no coat shape was more popular than the duffle 

coat. Copper was the most popular color to crop 

up, but there were plenty of designers giving their 

own design tweaks to the hooded top layer, in-

cluding extending the length or chopping the 

sleeves off or cutting it from plasticized material. 

High shine fabric was seen across the board... Silk 

shirts were perhaps the most obvious and easiest 

- way to get on the trend (slip one on under a 

suit), but leather trousers and silken or nylon out-

erwear were also well-represented. 

    Fashion is what YOU want to wear and how 

YOU want to wear it. You shouldn’t stress if you 

don’t have that $220 cashmere sweater or those 

$150 boots. You can wear those Walmart jeans 

and that Rue 21 sweater in style walking down 

the hallway. Strut that stuff boys and girls!                                                         

The Look 
Fall Fashion 

By Alyssa Hunter 
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The Faces 
SHS Student Spotlight 

By Ashley Lynch 

Courtney Martinez   (Senior) 

What's the coolest thing you did this summer? 

"I went to New York and shopped in Times Square, 

saw the statue of liberty, and saw the 9/11 memori-

al. It was a great experience." 

Loren Grider     (Junior) 

"What's some advice you'd give to the freshman" 

Stay involved in the school and show school spirit 

Kelli Cleaver    (Sophomore) 

"Who's your favorite teacher and why?" 

Mrs. Scott is my favorite because she is very cool, 

laid back, and she could beat up anybody in this 

school." 

Hunter Wright    (Freshman) 

What's the thing you like and dislike the most about 

being at the high school? 

"I like that I can get on my phone during class but I 

don't like that the classes last so long. 

    A total of 10 SHS swimmers, five boys and five 

girls, qualified for sectionals and the state swim 

meet. The members of the boys’ state team in-

clude junior Kyle Vosen, sophomores Tony Pe-

reira and Tanner Gossett, freshman Ben Gossett, 

and 8th grader John Dalton Sanders. Claire Me-

gehee (11th grade), Kathryn Sanders and Chey-

enne Vincent (10th grade), Olyvia Stone (9th 

grade), and Jessica Vincent (7th grade) make up 

the girls’ state team. Both teams had to adjust to 

a new coach this season, but seem to have 

adapted well. 

   Claire Megehee praised Coach Benson and the 

team’s ability to change. She said, “We adjusted 

really well. It took us a few weeks into the sea-

son, but we all grew really close. Coach Benson 

is really awesome and a great encourager, even 

when we don’t have a great race.” 

    Sophomore Kathryn Sanders added, “This sea-

son has been amazing! The friendships I’ve 

made have been great and the team is as close as 

ever. It was pretty hard to adjust because I love 

Coach Coleman so much, but Coach Benson is 

just as amazing.” 

    Both teams are very excited for their oppor-

tunity at state this year. Scottsboro has moved 

back down into the 5A division and the teams 

believe that they have a chance to impress some 

people. 10th grader Tanner Gossett said this 

about the boys’ team, “I think we have a good 

shot at getting top three if we continue to practice 

hard and focus on the details. We did well at sec-

tionals and I have a feeling that there are going to 

be lot of people dropping time. Potentially, we 

can get a spot on the podium.” 

    As for the girls’ team, Claire Megehee believes 

that they have performed well and might raise 

some eyebrows at state. She said “At state, we 

aren’t going to be the top dog, but the team will 

have a much better chance to place than the past 

years. We are strong and seeded well from sec-

tionals. We will definitely get some points in our 

relays and as individuals.” 

   The state meet is scheduled for December 9th 

and 10th. It seems that both teams are excited 

and motivated, and that’s dangerous for the other 

teams. No matter what happens, both teams have 

achieved great success and will continue to make 

Scottsboro High School proud.  

State 
Swim Team 

By Andrew Bare 

Freshman  

Hunter Wright 
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It’s Hot 
What’s New 

By Samantha Hood 

   This world is changing rapidly, new things are 

coming and going quicker than we realize. Wheth-

er is upcoming movies, new music or even twitter 

trending challenges, there’s always something new 

popping up. With Thanksgiving break comes lots of 

opportunities to get out and go see all the new 

movie releases. A few of the new features coming 

out include Doctor Strange which is an American 

superhero film. If you’re looking to get into the 

Christmas spirit a little this year than Almost 

Christmas is a great choice, it’s where a dysfunc-

tional family gathers together for their first Christ-

mas since their mom died. If you're looking for an 

action movie than Hackshaw Ridge is perfect for 

you, based on a true story of Pfc. Desmond T. Doss, 

who won the Congressional Medal of Honor de-

spite refusing to bear arms during WWII on reli-

gious grounds. Recently the music charts have 

been hot with music of all genres. Drake has re-

cently released new music- Fake Love and Sneakin. 

The Weeknd’s song Starboy, has been a big hit, or 

maybe you’ve been listening to Caroline by Amine 

or the Chainsmokers new song, Setting Fires. If Hip

-Hop or Pop isn’t your thing recent country hits 

have been- Blue Ain’t Your Color by Keith Urban, 

H.O.L.Y. by Florida Georgia Line, or Setting the 

World on Fire by Kenny Chesney. If you've been on 

twitter then you’ve had to have seen the trending 

Mannequin Challenge which is where a group of 

people remain froze in action while they are rec-

orded to any song usually Black Beatles by Rae 

Sremmurd and post it for a good laugh. The 

#mannequinchallenge can be done by anyone from 

a football team to a cafeteria full of people. Make 

sure to always stay up to date on all the new things 

coming out!  

      

As decorative leaves, turkeys, and autumn decor are 

put into their boxes, Christmas trees are lit in win-

dows and lights are streamed along rooflines. While 

December is the chilliest season, something about it 

carries an unusually warm glow. People are kinder, 

sales are better, and there is the excitement of the 

end of fall semester in view. In Scottsboro, the light 

poles are lit up with snowmen, wrapped gifts, and 

snowflakes reminding all of us of the general com-

munity of the town during the holidays. 

   Many students have Christmas traditions of their 

own. For example, many take night drives through 

neighborhoods to look at Christmas lights and blare 

Michael Buble and Mariah Carey Christmas songs, 

others watch Hallmark Christmas romance movies, 

and a few even drink hot chocolate after putting up 

their Christmas tree. 

   However, Christmas is also a time for cultivating 

our giving spirit . In the midst of our want, our ex-

cess, and our joy, we must also remember that more 

joy comes from our generosity than our material 

gifts. The Jackson County Christmas Charities office 

is always a good place to start. Located in the DHR 

building, they are welcoming the “adoption” of chil-

dren and families for the Christmas season as well as 

monetary donations. A few more great ways to get 

involved are: the Marine Toys for Tots foundation, 

ringing bells for the Salvation Army as well as partic-

ipating in their Angel Tree charity, and volunteering 

at soup kitchens in local churches in town. Remem-

ber, donations don’t always have to be monetary, 

rather, giving of your time, love, and understanding 

can make a world of difference. The greatest reward 

for ourselves is to help others, so if nothing else, 

smile at more people in the hallway this season and 

spread the joy of the season even further. 

   “Christmas gift suggestions: to your enemy, for-

giveness. To an opponent, tolerance. To a friend, 

your heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To 

every child, a good example. To yourself, respect.” 

~ Oren Arnold  

Tis’ the    

Season 
Christmas 
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Writers Corner 
“It’s Raining” 

By Justin Garner 

Letter from the Editor 

   As high school students we are known for saying things like "I can't wait to graduate," "If I 

were older, I could do this or that," and in our earlier high school days, "I wish I was old 

enough to drive." All things adults call "wishing our lives away". My mom tells me that 

these are the best days of my life. Sometimes it's hard to believe her when I'm stressing 

about everything I have to do--homework, club meetings, work, applying for college and 

scholarships, etc. But in those moments when I'm standing along the fence, cheering for the 

Wildcats with my friends or when we are driving around listening to music, seeing what 

new things we will discover like the ever-changing views from the bluff and old buildings 

perfect for fun photo-shoots. These are the moments when I love being young. 

Freshmen, my advice to you would be to take advantage of not having to drive yourself or 

your siblings around yet and enjoy your money before you have to spend it all on gas. Soph-

omores, while it seems like there aren’t many perks of being a sophomore be thankful that 

you aren’t having to make any decisions about your future yet. Juniors, focus on being jun-

iors. Being an example to the rest of the school, stressing about college, and scholarship 

deadlines all comes later. While senior year comes with its benefits like the many privileg-

es only seniors experience—standing front row at football games, eating lunch outside, and 

wearing senior shirts on the first day—it’s also sad to think this is the last chance we have 

to all be together and experience these things together. “Realize deeply that the present 

moment is all you have. Make the NOW the primary focus of your life.”-Eckhart Tolle 

          XOXO, Brooklyn 

Sweetheart, look. 

I can see the sun 

you talked about 

rise. 

Sweetheart, look, 

the stars are blinking away 

they’re not quite 

like mine. 

Sweetheart, look. 

I’m reaching out 

for you 

I wish you could see all 

of this for yourself. 

There’s something so  

saddening here in 

this quiet place. 

Can you hear it  

raining, sweetheart. 

It hasn’t stopped 

since you left. 

Sweetheart, do you hear me 

calling out to you? 

But no one came. 

 UF! Sans 
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